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achieved much. On the one hand it has
created a forum in which educated natives
may freely discuss their country's affairs;
on the other, through a fresh breeze of
informed criticism, it has cleared away
many cobwebs from bureaucratic minds
and enabled officials to see things more in
their true perspective. Both Lord Minto
and the Finance Minister, Sir J. Wilson,
have frankly acknowledged that the new
Councils are a powerful influence for good.
In cogency, in dignity of utterance, and
in statesmanlike breadth of view the
speeches of the unofficial members can
bear comparison with those in the Imperial
Parliament itself. They have singularly
belied the forebodings of a host of officials
and Anglo-Indians, who .saw in the pro-
posed reforms nothing but a weak conces-
sion to native " agitation " and a paltering
with Imperial interests. Again and again
in history has each concession of popular
government been heralded by similar Cas-
sandra-like wailings, which the event has
utterly falsified. That does not, however,
prevent their authors, forgetful of the past.